The Department of Catechesis
Syro-Malabar Eparchy of St. Thomas the Apostle Melbourne, Australia
6 Greenock Court,
GREENVALE VIC 3059
Email- catechism.eparchy@syromalabar.org.au
secretary.catechism@syromalabar.org.au
Ph- 0469 083 734

Catechism – Parent Information and Consent
The Department of Catechesis, Syro-Malabar Eparchy of Melbourne wishes to advise all parents/carers on the below Terms and
Conditions when enrolling their children for catechism classes. Please read the below Terms and Conditions carefully and sign the
declaration to demonstrate your consent with the Terms and Conditions.
1.

Acceptable Conduct

1.1. I understand the catechism classes are managed by volunteers and I will respect their dedication and commitment to
children’s religious education and I will demonstrate a positive attitude to the activities of Catechism Department.

1.2. As a parent I will use common sense, be polite and treat people how I like to be treated and use sound judgment to avoid contentious
issues if any collusion arises at Catechism Department activities.

1.3. I will monitor my child’s catechism diary and respond to class teacher appropriately as required.
1.4. I understand that any matter of concern needs escalation as appropriate, by liaising with the principal and parish priest.
1.5. If I have a concern about child safeguarding, I will report to the Parish Safeguarding Officer or Parish Priest, or email
2.

3.

4.

5.

safeguarding@syromalabar.org.au.
Supervision before and after catechism
2.1. Onsite supervision of children will only commence 10 minutes before the Catechism Assembly.
2.2. I understand that it is the parent’s responsibility to ensure that children are dropped off during the indicated time and sign
in with the class teacher thus ensuring children are always supervised by an authorized adult.
2.3. I understand that it is the parent’s responsibility to pick up children timely when catechism finishes. Parents are to arrive timely to sign
out children from the class teacher within 5 minutes of the class finishing time. This is applicable to locations where the holy Qurbana is
held before the catechism classes.
2.4. I understand that children are not allowed to go to pick up zones without adult supervision.
2.5. I understand that parents who are late for picking up children will be required to report to the Principal. This is applicable to locations
where the holy Qurbana is held before the catechism classes.
2.6. I understand that the children will be guided to the church to participate in holy Qurbana if the parents do not arrive within 5 minutes of
ending the class. This is applicable to locations where holy Qurbana is after catechism classes.
Children’s arrival and departure
3.1. I will support children’s safety and I will ensure my child is in the care of a responsible adult (Catechist or approved volunteer) when
dropping children off to catechism or other activities at the church setting.
3.2. I understand that it is against policy and an unsafe practice to drop off children and leave them unsupervised in the car park, on the
pedestrian footpath, or on the main road near the church.
3.3. I agree to sign in and sign out my child in person from the venue.
3.4. I will be on time to pick up my child after catechism classes and will cooperate with the policies of the Department by calling the catechist
or principal if I am caught up and will arrive late for pick up.
3.5. If I am assisting by transporting my friend’s children to catechism classes or other church activities, I will ensure that these children are
seated at the back seat of the car with appropriate child seats as required for child safety in car.
3.6. If my children are going with another adult to catechism class, I will make sure that I inform the class teacher or catechism principal about
the ad-hoc arrangements.
Special needs of children
4.1. I understand that I need to inform Catechism Department if my child has any special needs such as a learning disability, ADHD, or
behavioral disorders etc. that requires special attention.
4.2. I understand that I need to keep my child at home if my child is suffering from infectious illness such as common cold or cough.
4.3. I understand that I need to inform Catechism Department if my child is on any medication and if medicine need to be administered
including the dosage, frequency etc.
4.4. I understand that I will need to inform Catechism Department if my child has any restrictions to perform physical activities or participate
in any indoor or outdoor events. I understand that as a parent I will be held responsible for any risk involved for the child or organization,
due to my failure to disclose child’s health needs.
Refreshments for children
5.1. As a parent, I will ensure that my child brings water and healthy snacks to the church especially when the duration of activity is longer than
1.5 hours.

Page | 1
Catechism – Parent Information and Consent

5.2. I understand my duty of care, as a responsible adult and ensure basic needs of the child is met if I am responsible for other
children (children travelling in my car to the venue) who are attending catechism and church.

6.

Fees

6.1. I understand the cost involved in delivering catechism education to children and agree to pay the fee in full, annually.
7.

Media consent for my child

7.1. I understand the Catechism Department may use social media including blogs, podcasts, video and audio sharing sites and social
networking sites such as Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter to promote Catechesis activities of the Eparchy.

7.2. I support the Catechism Department to create, make copies of or reproduce or retain in any form, including by camera, video, webcam,

8.

closed circuit television, mobile phone or any other form of digital recorder or device, including still or motion; and to distribute, publish
or communicate in any form, including in newsletters and other print media, television and the Internet, in whole or in part, and consent to
the Syro-Malabar Eparchy to do so.
7.3. I understand any personal information will be stored, used, and disclosed as required by the Catechism Department.
7.4. I acknowledge that the material may continue to be used for any number of years, even once my child has left Catechism Department and
that some of the products in which the material is used may have extended longevity.
7.5. I understand that the photos and videos on social media about Catechism Department activities could potentially be online permanently.
7.6. I acknowledge that the views expressed on self-hosted private sites and on social media, do not represent the views of the Syro-Malabar
Catechetical Department.
Events
8.1. I understand that my parish/Mission is always committed to organizing events such as retreats (children or family), sports days, cultural
activities, parish days etc. I understand that it is my responsibility as parent to pick up/drop off or arrange transport if my child is attending
any of the events organized by my parish/Mission.
8.2. I understand that it is my responsibility as parent to ensure my child is attending practice sessions if my child is performing in any
activities.
8.3. I understand that it is my role as parent to supervise my child whilst preparing, attending, travelling for the activity. This includes any
outdoor or indoor activities organized by the parish/Mission.

o
o
o
o

Declaration
I have read and understood all the above Terms and Conditions. I agree to follow all the above Terms and Conditions.
I have made an informed decision to consent for my child to attend catechism classes held by Catechesis Department of the Syro-Malabar
Eparchy of St. Thomas the Apostle, Melbourne.
I have provided details of emergency contacts in the enrolment form.
I understand that this consent is valid until this document is amended by the Department.

Name of parent/caregiver

Signature

Date

Name of parent/caregiver

Signature

Date

Name of child

Grade
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