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PASTORAL LETTER
DUKRANA - SABHADINAM

Cardinal George Alencherry, the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church,
to the Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Consecrated Men and Women
and Lay Faithful of the Syro-Malabar Church.
May the Grace of the Lord be with you all!

Dearly beloved brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,

As you are aware, the third of July is a day that awakens great memories. We call it the
Dukrana, the day of commemoration of St. Thomas the Apostle. The meaning of the
word Dukrana is “remembrance”. We celebrate this day as Sabhadinam from 2013
onwards. We celebrate this year’s Dukrana as in the previous year without any solemn
public functions because of the Covid-19.

The Background of the Pandemic

India was almost successful in combating the spread of the Covid-19 in its beginning
stage, called as the first wave. But the second wave is very disastrous and has caused
the deaths of thousands. As per official account, 387000 were dead because of the
Covid-19 in India. Of these, around 12000 are from Kerala. It is undoubtedly a
massive loss of lives. We shall remember those who passed away and their grieving
families in our prayers. There are also thousands who are enduring great physical
hardships on account of the pandemic. We get dire intimations of the eruption of a
third wave through the news media in the coming months. It is feared that this third
wave would affect children badly. What we can do is to get vaccinated at the earliest
available time as a preventive strategy. We shall cooperate wholeheartedly with the
preventive measures proposed by the governments.

There are many who are sacrificing their lives to prevent the onslaught of the
pandemic. We shall remember gratefully the valuable services of doctors, nurses,
health workers and the religious who have given their lives to serve the sick and dying
during these harrowing times. We shall offer our prayers for those health workers who
lost their lives in this battle against the Covid-19. The young people, the religious and
the clergy who work as volunteers to care for the sick deserve our admiration. Four
bishops, more than five hundred priests and the religious have died in the pandemic in
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India. May the merciful Lord bless them abundantly for their dedicated service! One of
the bishops who passed away was Mar Joseph Pastor Neelankavil, the Bishop
Emeritus of Sagar. May his soul rest in peace!

Our Eparchies in States outside Kerala and India are passing through difficult times
during this period of Covid-19. But the pandemic has subsided in foreign countries.
We have to mention specially the heroic work by our mission dioceses in combating
the pandemic. The bishops, priests and the lay faithful are working with great
dedication at this time. Let our prayers be a source of strength and protection for them!

The Example and the Spirit of St. Thomas

It would be appropriate to reflect at this time on what kind of inspiration we can derive
from the commemoration of the Feast of St. Thomas. We are aware of the
transformation that happened in the lives of the Apostles on the day of the Pentecost
when they were filled with the Holy Spirit. It was through the power of the same Spirit
that St. Thomas came to India to preach the faith and to establish the faith-
communities. We cannot imagine the enormous effort he had taken for his journey and
ministry in India. According to some study, he had made two trips to India: one by
land to North India and the other by sea to reach Kerala. This heroism of St. Thomas
should fill us with confidence to face the hardships caused by the pandemic.

St. Thomas has shown extraordinary heroism in his life. When Jesus desired to go to
Jerusalem in order to resurrect Lazar when the Jews were planning to stone Him to
death, Thomas said with great faith and boldness: “Let us go and die with him” (Jn.
11:16). Later, he came to India and was martyred here ‘with Jesus’ in his heart. He
also tried to get more information about the message and life by asking Jesus directly.
It was he who asked the Lord when he was mentioning that he was about to leave the
world and that they know the way: “Lord, we do not know where you are going; but
then how can we know the way?” It was in response to this question that Jesus made
the great declaration: “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life” (Jn. 14:6). This revelation
of Jesus made Thomas more aware of Jesus as the Savior of the world. The presence
and interventions of St. Thomas in the Gospels are a source of hope and confidence to
those who believe in Jesus.

Online Programmes

During this time of Covid-19, the activities of the Church as exercised through the
CBCI, the KCBC, the Synod of Bishops, Eparchies, religious congregations,
organizations etc. are being coordinated online. We shall be thankful to God that we
can preserve the life of the Church in this manner. When the pandemic is creating
distance among people, online programmes offer a way of life to bring people
together.



The Synod of Bishops of our Church was held online in August 2020 and January
2021 because of the Covid-19. The next Synod will also, most probably, be taking
place in the digital platform. The Holy See has given guidelines for the conduct of the
online Synod.

Recent Developments in the Church

I am very happy to let you know of some of the changes happening in the day to day
activities of the Church. You might have known by this time that the territorial
jurisdiction of the Eparchy of Melbourne has been extended to the whole of Oceania.
We shall be thankful to the Holy See. Our congratulations go to Mar Bosco Puthur, the
Bishop and the Eparchy of Melbourne. We are happy to welcome Archbishop
Leopoldo Girelli, the new Apostolic Nuncio who has taken charge of his office on 28
May. We are thankful to the former Nuncio, Archbishop Giambattista Diquattro who
served India for the last three years with great dedication. It is a matter of joy for us
that many Bishops who belong to the Syro-Malabar Church are serving in various
Latin dioceses in India and in the world. Recently Msgr. Siby Peedikayil who belongs
to the Congregation of the Heralds of Good News and is hailing from the Eparchy of
Kanjirapally was appointed the Bishop of Aitape, a diocese in Papua New Guinea, a
country in Oceania. Congratulations and prayerful greetings to the new bishop from
the mother Church!

The seminary commissions, religious congregations and the seminary authorities are
doing their utmost in carrying out the work of the formation of the seminarians despite
the many obstacles that have come in their way on account of the Covid. Online
classes for the new academic year have already begun. We remember with gratitude all
those who are engaged in the formation of our seminarians with great dedication and
commitment.

A revised text of the Holy Qurbana has been submitted to the Holy See for approval.
The Liturgy Commission is focused at present on the unification and revision of the
Yama Prarthanakal. The Catechetical Commission has prepared online classes very
effectively during the Covid period. Sunday school classes and classes for Sunday
school teachers are being held online. Thanks also go to the Goodness, Shalom and
Shekinah channels for telecasting the online Sunday classes very generously.

The Internet Mission and the Media Commission are organizing many innovative
programmes, taking into account the needs of the times. The main programmes of the
Internet Mission are building websites for the Eparchies and other organizations,
developing software for them and the Syro-Malabar matrimony. The Media
Commission publishes two online bulletins known as the Syro-Malabar Vision and
Mount Vision. Historical research was begun under the auspices of the Liturgical
Research Centre. The project of the Syro-Malabar Heritage and Research Centre,
which was started a few years ago, is not yet completed on account of the paucity of
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funds because of the Covid-19. The Commissions concerned have successfully
implemented different programmes for mission activities, for the expatriates,
scholarships for Dalit Catholics and for the promotion of vocations.

Welfare Schemes

I am happy that various programmes are being put together in all Eparchies and
mission territories for the prevention of the spread of the pandemic and for the welfare
of the people. In the Church of Kerala, programmes for the prevention of the contagion
of the virus are being organized by the Social Service Forum, the Catholic Health
Association and the KCBC Health Commission. The eparchial organizations are
collaborating with them. In order to take care of the needs of the expatriates and to
find solutions for their problems, our eparchial organizations are cooperating with the
government and they deserve our appreciation. Each Eparchy has to see to it that it is
its responsibility to find the right welfare schemes for the poor in our society from the
various welfare programmes started by the government. The Welfare Fund for Farmers
i1s a good programme of the government. Our eparchial organizations should get our
farmers enrolled in these programmes.

As the monsoon months of June, July and August would bring in more hardships and
floods, we should all join together to bring help to the suffering.

Due Rights of the Community

The government should see to it that there be justice and due proportionality in the
distribution of minority benefits. Similarly the rights of the economically backward in
the non reservation communities should also be protected. In all these instances, our
policy is that the benefits due to the Latin community, the Dalit Christians and other
communities should in no way be affected. It is through just methods that the due
rights given by the Constitution and the democratic set-ups should be secured. There
should be no attempts to break the communal harmony existing in the country among
different religions and communities. The responses expressed through the social media
in this regard should be tolerant and Christian. The Public Affairs Commission of our
Church is intervening effectively at critical times in all these matters. The Catholic
Congress is also vigilant in the social issues.

Finally

We have to continue our special prayers and acts of adoration to get total liberation
from the pandemic. This time of the pandemic gives us the wisdom to discern that our
talents alone would not achieve everything in life. “The Lord is my shepherd; there is
nothing I shall want...I will not fear even though I walk in the shadow of death (Ps.
23:1-4). We shall put our trust in the Lord. We shall also strive to live like the Good
Samaritan by placing our services at the disposal of those who need our help.



I hope our priests will somehow find ways to give the faithful the experience of
participation in the Eucharistic service on July 3™ in one way or another. Also, please
try to increase the participation of the people in our church-related online programmes
which will strengthen the sense of solidarity among the faithful.

I wish all of you the blessings of the Dukrana feast and of the Sabhadinam and bless
all of you in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-Malabar Church at Mount St
Thomas, Kakkanad, on 21 June 2021.

+W%

Cardinal George Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

NB: This pastoral letter is to be read out during the Holy Mass on Sunday, 27 June
2021, in all churches and chapels of the Syro-Malabar Church where there is Sunday
Mass for the public, respecting the regulations given by the government. Copy of this
pastoral letter is to be made available through opportune means to those faithful who
cannot participate in the celebration of Holy Qurbana in churches.



